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Planning and Transport Committee Meeting
Monday 21st January 2013
At 6.00pm in the Village Hall
Minutes
Present: Cllr L Britt, Cllr C Beglan, Cllr P Heeley, Cllr T Cook

Clerk: Rebecca Luckin

1. To consider accepting apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Turley (work commitments).

2. To record declarations of interest from members in any item to be discussed and agree dispensations
There were none.

3. To approve the Minutes of the last Planning and Transport Committee meeting 
The minutes of the meeting of 17th December 2012 approved as a correct record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman of the committee.

4. To consider planning applications:
DC/13/0054 - Hillyfield, Old London Road 
Cllr Britt will undertake a site visit and the application will be discussed at Full Council meeting of 4th February 2013.  Cllrs Beglan and Heeley will be absent from the meeting.

5. Enforcement issues update
Planting scheme at Kia Garage, Washington Roundabout – planting has not yet taken place.  The Clerk will circulate the scheme provided by John Attfield, HDC. 

6. To receive planning department decisions
SDNP/12/03114/NMA – Lindatts, School Lane
Non-material amendment – letter of response from Rod Brown circulated 14.01.13.
Cllr Beglan was of the opinion that the letter was unclear.  Cllr Britt advised that the amendment was listed as a change in the shape of a window, when in fact an extra window was added which may have caused overlooking.  The Clerk will respond and ask that in future the Parish Council be advised of all amendments. 

7. Appeals issues update
DC/10/1457 RMC Engineering Site – an informal meeting between HCRA, PC, Ian Gledhill, WSCC and Cllrs Wilkinson and Mason, had taken place prior to the Planning Committee meeting to discuss design and layout of access to site and ways of minimising the impact of development.  It had been concluded that pressure to meet house building targets had outweighed all other considerations in the Planning Inspectorate’s decision to allow the appeal.    





HCRA letter to Tom Crowley – the Clerk will circulate his response to committee members.
Dr Blood letter to WPC – Cllr Dawe has commented by e-mail to Washington Parish Council. 
It was agreed that even if the Planning Inspector could be proved to have acted illegally or in an incompetent manner, the decision still could not be reversed.  The Clerk will respond to Dr Blood.  

Castle Farm – appeal to recommence 29th January 2013.  Clerk to attend.


8. To discuss transport issues
Newhouse Lane / Rock Road  - Mrs Dear was concerned that the Parish Council would not be replacing the bin and is of the opinion that a  hippo bag would be unsightly.   
Hippo bags had been ordered from Richard Speller in the short term for Newhouse Lane junction and the Subway, but the Clerk had subsequently been advised that hippo bags could only be provided in cases of prolonged, extreme weather.
Other Parish Councils have placed a shallow layer of concrete inside new grit bins to prevent them from being stolen.  The Clerk will obtain quotes for two new grit bins.

Rock Road / Muttons Lane – Mrs Jupp asks if the Parish Council would consider providing a grit bin on the junction.  Councillors were of the opinion that it was on a route that was already gritted by WSCC regularly.
A24 Bus Crossing Point – the Clerk has requested that the feasibility study commences and included details of John Henderson’s suggestions. The Clerk will contact Cllr Wilkinson to check on progress.

A283 Crossing Point –
Tracey Webb confirmed that £4,100 was available from s106 funds, and the full cost of the VAS would be a maximum of £7,800. The Clerk will check to see if the cost includes VAT and will ask Cllr Wilkinson to check the amount available from s106 funds, since Cllr Britt believed that a greater amount had been mentioned previously.  The item will be put forward to the Full Council Meeting of 4th February 2013.

Flooding at the bottom of school hill – no feedback yet from Tracey Webb.  The Clerk will e-mail again advising that Councillors are concerned regarding a long standing issue.
Traffic Speed Survey – awaiting results from Tracey Webb.  Clerk will e-mail again.
Potholes – Tracey Webb and Stuart Smith advise that the six pothole teams are working around the county to address the problem of potholes.
9. Any other Planning and Transport issues that may arise

WSCC Highways - Draft works programme circulated 17.01.13, Councillors have until 22.02.13 to respond.  Washington Parish was not specifically mentioned but there was reference to various county-wide repairs and remedial works. It was agreed that the clerk would respond with a request that changes to the A24 bus gap be included in the schedules to ensure that funding would be planned for this.

Councillors are still awaiting a response from Highways regarding closure of the A24 at night.
The meeting closed at 6.53pm.

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . Date: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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